
 

                             
  May 2017 

 

The 

Calling ALL Hearts, Calling All Hands! 
 
On Saturday, September 16, Garber UMC and Vision Service Plan will sponsor the 6th Faith In Action Free       
Vision Clinic from 8am - 5pm in Morris Hall.  An initial organizational meeting will take place on Monday, May 
22nd at 7:00 p.m. in Room 123 of the Ministry Center. 
 

Come out to hear an overview of the event and start volunteer sign-ups.  It will take 80 volunteers to make this 
event happen, so we hope to see you there! 
 

Questions?  Contact Cathy Doty at 252.514.5089 or cdoty181@gmail.com. 

Garber’s Chancel Choir, along with choirs from Centenary UMC and other local congregations are excited to 
announce a presentation of the captivating oratorio, ELIJAH, by Felix Mendelssohn! This large choral work is 
a powerful and beautiful presentation of the story of the prophet Elijah that has not been heard in New Bern 

in many years! Both presentations are free and last about 2 hours with a brief intermission. Featuring the 
voices of Michelle Roys, Mary Hannah Johnson, Matthew Vickers, and Paul Saik as Elijah.  

Come join us for a moving evening of music and worship.           
May 19th at 7pm at Garber in Morris Hall               May 21st at 4pm at Centenary UMC.   

 

mailto:cdoty181@gmail.com
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Shoe Box Item of the Month: 

Water bottles (remember to stuff 
things inside!)  

or Flashlights 
Please note:  new rules this year —    

no candy or toothpaste. 

 

Preprinted OCC Shoe Boxes are     
available in the church office.   

 

 

News just in:   
The shipping costs of each shoebox has gone up.  OCC has not had a price increase in over 

10 years but higher freight charges are demanding an increase now.   
The new price is $9 per box (a $2 increase). 

 

This makes it even wiser to go ahead and save NOW for shipping your boxes!   
OR go ahead and buy shipping labels online each month.  To do this, go to 

www.operationchristmaschild.org; click on “Packing Your Shoebox,” then click on  
“Follow Your Box Tracking Labels.”  Even if you do not want to follow the destination of 

your box, this is the way to pre-buy your labels now.   
Please only print the number of labels for which you have paid. 

 

We are excited to be one of the largest Shoe Box Partners with Samaritan’s Purse in our    
area!  Two more  dollars per box  will not effect our ministry if we plan well now by       

shopping wisely and buying shipping in advance! 
 

Thank you, Garber Church Family, for your support of OCC! 
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                Why $9? 
A donation of $9 per shoebox gift is critical for  

Operation Christmas Child. It covers: 

 

Collection 

After shoebox gifts are dropped off at nearly 5,000 locations around the United States each year in 
November, trucks transport the precious cargo to eight different processing centers. 

Processing 

Eight processing center warehouses around the country are secured so that thousands of              
volunteers can inspect the shoebox gifts and prepare them for international shipment. 

Shipping to Over 100 Countries 

Ships, trucks, and airplanes transport millions of shoeboxes to the countries where they will be     
distributed. Once there, local churches use many modes of transportation to get them to children in 
need as a tangible expression of God's love. 

Gospel Materials 

Your $9 donation to Operation Christmas Child, a project of Samaritan's Purse, helps us train and 
equip local churches to use our Ministry Partner Guide. This resource shows churches how to share 
the Good News of the Lord Jesus Christ in a child-friendly way.  Your donation also provides The 
Greatest Gift Gospel Booklets, which are written in the children's language and distributed along 
with shoebox gifts. 
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Kingswood notes. . . 
Spring has certainly “sprung” at Kingswood, and we are enjoying the longer days and the warmer weather.  Some of 
our spring traditions have been in full swing in the past few weeks.  Just a few of the highlights: 

1.  Many thanks to Lynn Cayton for once again inviting the Kingswood Kids and their volunteers to her beautiful 
home for our annual Easter Egg hunt!  We were blessed by a wonderful host, beautiful weather, great volunteers, and 
lots of excited kids! 

2.  Many of our Kingswood Kids were present at worship at our 11:00 Morris Hall service on Palm Sunday, waving 
the palm branches in celebration of Jesus’ coming into Jerusalem and presenting a short play for the children's’ time.  
It is a joy to have the Kingswood Kids and their families in worship! 

3.  Over the spring holiday, we replanted our Kingswood butterfly garden, located just outside the choir door leading 

from the Sanctuary.  This garden is replanted every year in memory of some of our wonderful volunteers who have 

gone on to glory.  As we enjoy the flowers every year (and the butterflies that come!), it is a reminder of God’s      

faithfulness.  Thanks to all who came to help dig in the garden! 

 

SIGN UP AND JOIN US THIS SUMMER!!! 
 

Preschool Summer Camp  
June 20th - 22nd and June 27th - 29th 

***Registration forms and deposits are due by Wednesday, May 24th*** 
  

VBS and Adventure Camp 
July 17th - 21st 

***Please turn in Registration forms, safety forms and payments  
by June 23rd so that we can adequately prepare!!!*** 

 
ALL Registration and Safety forms along with more information can be found on the  

Garber website, www.connect2garber.com, under the Kids in Christ Tab.    
All children are required to have a Safety Form on file to attend summer activities.   
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The Garber Mission Committee Wants You to Know . . . . 
          . . more about the missions we support!  The committee works long and hard each year to research 
and filter the mission projects we support and to provide excellent opportunities for our church to be in     
mission to the community and the world.  In an effort to keep the congregation informed , here is the 
fourth in a series of     articles on the missions Garber supports.  

 

The MERCI Clinic of New Bern 

 The MERCI Clinic of New Bern is committed to providing confidential medical, 
limited dental and pharmaceutical services to individuals who have no health insurance 
and are of limited income regardless of race, color, creed, national origin, gender, religion 
or other legally protected status.  MERCI takes its acronym name from Matthew 25, ECU 
School of Nursing, RCS (Religious Community Services), Community, Individual. 

 

 MERCI operates with 3 full time and 7 part time employees and over 100 volunteers.  Partnerships 
with 7 local congregations provide donations and volunteers.  Currently congregations which are represented 
on their Board are Christ Episcopal, First Presbyterian, Centenary UMC, West New Bern Presbyterian, First 
Baptist, Broad Street Christian, Garber UMC, and Guildfield Missionary Baptist.   

 

 Medical partnerships provide over $500,000 in in-kind services to MERCI’s patients and include:  
ECU Nursing, Coastal Carolina Health Care, CarolinaEast Medical Center, Realo Pharmacy, Singleton Vision 
Center, Craven Co. Health Dept., Coastal Orthopedics/Sports Medicine, CarolinaEast Internal Medicine, 
Coastal Carolina Food/Ankle Care, East Carolina Dermatology, Gibbs Dentistry.  MERCI receives no state or 
federal monies but rather operates 100% on grants and private donations.  Annual fundraisers generate funds 
for their budget, as well. 

 

 In 2016 the average cost to MERCI’s budget per patient per year was $684.  Services offered include         
preventative and ongoing primary care, and specialty care including COPD, diabetes, orthopedics, women’s 
health, hypertension, behavioral health, and dental care (hopefully to be reinstated soon).  They also filled, on 
average, 2500 prescriptions per month, including insulin, blood pressure meds, and other non-narcotic drugs 
(no narcotic drugs are prescribed).  These prescriptions in 2016 would have cost $3.7 million retail value. 

 

 Currently, the MERCI Clinic is in need of volunteers!  Opportunities are available on Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday for administrative duties and clinic day preparations.  On Tuesday and Thursday the 
Clinic is open and opportunities are available for medical staff and administrative assistance.  Four hour shifts 
are optimum but shorter shifts can be accommodated.  If you are interested in serving with MERCI Clinic, 
please contact Beth Cooper, Executive Director, at 252-633-1599, ext. 101. 

 

 The Garber Mission Committee has supported MERCI Clinic for many years with its budget.  This 
year our support has expanded to include a member on their Board of Executives and Mrs. Rose Miller has 
agreed to fill this position as Garber’s representative.  As with most non-profit organizations, funding is         
always in need.  In light of this need and the excellent services provided to those in need in our community, the 
Garber Mission Committee voted to support MERCI with a $300 monthly donation from our annual operating 

budget.    
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A warm and heartfelt thank you to all my dear Christian friends who prayed for me and brought food, sent cards 
and made visits during my post-op recovery period!  God bless my Garber family!  I love you all!  Ardelle Machle 

Dear Drew, FUEL members, FUEL counselors, and Garber family:   

Bo and I want to thank you all so much for the gifts, hospitality, and warm welcome you provided our exchange     
student, Tom Lanthois.  I don’t think we would have survived the year without you.  Since we live nearby, every time 
the youth met - Wednesday evenings, Sunday evenings and for Sunday school classes - Tom would walk over to be 
with Garber youth.  Garber families took him to Sunday dinner at fine restaurants, gave him wonderful going-away 
gifts and provided him transportation to various events  The Allens provided him tickets to a UNC basketball game - 
Tom was thrilled!  Renee Simpson, with the help of others, gave him a Shutterfly book of him playing basketball, 
running track and going places with the MYF.  On the morning Tom left (5am) at New Bern airport, there were 15 
youth members and 2 counselors there to say goodbye.  Tom is still telling his family of your love!  Thank you,        
The Huryns 

Safe Sanctuary Training 
will be offered on Tuesday, May 2 at 7:00 p.m. in Room 215.  

 

This is the last time the class will be offered this semester. 
 

Please call the church office to sign up if you would like to participate in the class so we are sure to have enough seating 
and handouts. Remember, if you work with students, children, or vulnerable adults,  

you must take this training to  continue to volunteer in those areas.  Class lasts one hour. 
 

Questions?  Please contact Mary Coleman at 637-4022 

MOSAIC NEWS 
 

Approximately sixty MOSAIC members started off Holy Week with a luncheon celebration that focused on “Remembering 
YOUR HISTORY”.   After a devotion by David Barteau, Conrad Gutierrez and Norma Judd shared their faith stories with the 
group.  Pam Collier, assistant coordinator for this event, then had all participants pair up and share their faith stories with 
each other and follow–up with a table share.  Relationships grew and many MOSAIC members, both old and new                
experienced a stronger bond as a result. One of the highlights of the program was the sharing of music and voice by Mary 
Hannah and Matt Johnson as they presented “Jesus, Write Me Into Your Story” and “What Love Is This”.  Much emotion 
was evoked, and we truly felt the Holy Spirit in that place.  Pam Collier and a number of MOSAIC members helped to       
prepare food, decorate, set-up, serve, and clean up for the event.  Two of our members, Nina Varga made special Holy Week 
“Crown of Thorns” snacks, and Karen Gower baked “Resurrection Rolls” to go with our Rainbow Sherbet dessert. What a 
special day it was! We are so grateful for all the wonderful participation and support.  A special “THANK YOU” to Pam    
Collier who worked tirelessly to make sure everything was taken care of for this event.  
 

 

Our next MOSAIC event will be a trip to Wilson on May 23rd to tour the Whirligig Park,  
Wilson Rose Garden, and enjoy lunch at PARKER’S Barbeque 

   
Cost will include a travel fee of $3.00 and your lunch.  Join in the fellowship and fun!  

Call or email Sue Webb, Senior Ministries Coordinator for reservations:             
637-4022 or swebb@garberumc.com 

mailto:swebb@garberumc.com
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From the Senior Pastor 
 
Are you a door?  (I can hear the punsters already saying that they are “a-door-able.”  But still I ask you, are you a 
door?)  At the Garber United Methodist Church we average about over 500 people in worship on Sunday mornings 
in three worship services.  How many doors of entry are there, three, ten, or 524? Please think with me for a       
couple of minutes. 
 
Jesus described himself as “the door.”  He said, “I am the door; if anyone enters through Me, he shall be saved, 
and shall go in and out, and find pasture.”  (John 10:9)   Such a statement means more than that he opened the way 
into eternal life.  He in fact is the way, and only through Him does one enter into the sheep fold and find the       
pasture of eternal life.  
 
So, Jesus is the door, but what of you or me?  Are you, and am I a door?  Will someone else be able to find their 
way to Jesus, the Door, through you, a door? 
 
Marva Dawn, in her provocative book on Christian worship, A Royal “Waste” of Time, makes an important point.  
Programs and worship services are not a door of entry into the fellowship of the Church or to Jesus Christ; the 
people are.  What brings people to Christ and into the fellowship of Christ’s church is ultimately the people who 
invite and who welcome them.   A sign on a church lawn may announce the times of services and that visitors are 
welcome, but it cannot insure that the experience of the visitor will be so welcoming. Furthermore, seven out of 
ten visitors will come because of a person to person invitation, not because they saw the building and read the 
sign.  If they return, it will be because the culture of the congregation was hospitable and welcoming. 
 
At the Garber United Methodist Church, we average over 500 people in worship on Sunday mornings in three 
worship services.  How many doors of entry are there, three, ten,  or 524?  Hopefully you are thinking 524, but 
what of you?  Prior to Sunday, do you invite persons you meet to come and worship with us?  Do you pray for 
people and seek ways to invite them?  On Sunday mornings, do you smile and greet with warmth those whom you 
do not know?  Do you offer guidance to those looking for the nursery, a Sunday School class, or one of the       
worship services?  As services are ending, do you intentionally introduce yourself to those whom you do not 
know?   
 
We have reasons (excuses).  Some say the church has grown so much they are afraid they will be embarrassed by 
welcoming as a guest someone who has already joined.  Others are embarrassed because they have forgotten the 
names of those they have already met.  A few must simply get away quickly and cannot be slowed for even two 
minutes to say hello to one whom they do not know.  Permit me a gentle rebuke, please.  If Jesus was willing to 
suffer the pain and humiliation of the cross in order to be The Door, can we not suffer the smallest of                   
embarrassments or inconveniences in order to be a door? 
 
Once one has shared in a church for awhile, he or she no longer sees how cold and unwelcoming the church may 
be.  Feeling at home and having acquaintances, one no longer has to figure out how to get in.  However, he or she 
did not “get in” without help.  Someone was a door.  A friend, a family member, a Sunday School teacher, a choir 
member, someone opened the way into the church by birth, by invitation, and/or by welcome.  What was done for 
you, do for others.  As followers of Him who is the Door, fulfill his calling upon you to be a witness by deciding 
you will be a door to Christ and to the fellowship of His church. 
 
 

WEEKLY COMMUNION:  That we may continue to encounter Christ, a Service of Holy Communion is 
offered each Wednesday afternoon at 5:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary on the south side of Country Club Road.   If one 
cannot come right at 5:00, then come whenever one can.  The service uses a brief order of communion and prayer.  
When needed, we anoint with oil and lay on hands in prayer. We finish about 5:35 p.m. most weeks. Your         
presence would be greatly welcomed. 
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PLACE   LABEL    HERE    

 

Garber United Methodist Church 
4201 Country Club Rd 
New Bern, NC   28562 
Phone:  252-637-4022 

Fax: 252-637-7853 

www.connect2garber.com 

 

BAKE SALE – SUNDAY MAY 7 – To support missions 

2 LOCATIONS – Morris Hall Atrium and Sanctuary Courtyard 
 

Pastries and Rada Cutlery  

 

James 2:17 - So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+2%3A17&version=ESV
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiW2c7ZtovTAhVozoMKHRmhCHIQjRwIBw&url=http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/ministries/growing-in-faith/united-methodist-women/&psig=AFQjCNFAXFXts4BnGKy6JXiqysUde7w4Pg&ust=14914

